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ADVERTISEMENT. 

rip HE following difcourfe was compofed 
in fome hafte, and without any parti- 
cular attention to the ftile ; and it is now 
publilhcd, with the addition of a few Notes, 
partly in compliance with the requeft o£ 
fome who heard it ; and, partly, becaufe 
it has been mifreprefented. The notice 
which the author has taken of public 
meafures, is fuch as came necefTarily in his 
way in difcuiling the fubjedt he had chofen, 
and in confidering the prefent ftata of the 
kingdom. This, however, is the firft time 
in which he has entered into politics in the 
pulpit, and, perhaps, it may be the laft. 
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G E N. XVIIL 32* 

And be/aid, O let Hot the Lord be angry ^ 
and I will Jpeak yet but this once. Per-- 
adventure ten Jhall be found there. And 
be/aid^ t will not defiroy it for tin* s fake k 

YOU muft all of you recoiled that thefe 
words are reprefented as addreifed to thai 
Deity by the Patriarch Abraham, when he was 
interceding with him for the city of Sodom. 
» There can fcarcely be a more afFefting repre- 
fentation ; and it is not poflible that on the pre^ 
fent occafion, I ihould fpeak to you on a^ properer 
fubjcft. The calamity by which Sodom and the 
whole country round it was deftroyed, is one of 
the moft antient as well as the'moft tremendous 
events, of which we have any account in hiftory. 
We have a particular relation of it in the xixth 
chapter of this book of Getiejis^ and, through- 
out all the fubfequent parts of fcripture, it is re- 
ferred to, and held forth as an example and a 
warning to other countries. — Thus in Jude we 
read, that Sodom and Gomorrah^ and the cities about 
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tbemy had been fei forth for an example^ ft^jB^ering the 
vengeance of eternal fire ; that is, a fire which to- 
tally confumed them, and which appeared to be 
even ftill burning, and would probably burn till 
the end of the world. So likewife in the pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah^ the Lth chapter and 40th 
verfe, it is faid that Babylon fhould no mrebe in- 
habited for ever \ and that as God had over thr^^im . 
Sodom and Gonwrah, and the neighbouring cities^ fa 
fhculd Babylon be overthrown. And in Deutero- 
nomy the.jgicixth and 23d, the prophetical denun- 
ciation againft the children of Ifrael is, that if 
they forfook the Lord^ and ferved other godsy their 
land fhould be turned into brimflone and fait amd 
burnings like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah^ 
And in Luke xvii. and 28th and following vcrfes, 
our Lord, in admonifliing his difciples to vigi- 
lance, direfts^ them to think of the fecurity and 
careleffnefs of the inhabitants of Sodom, be- 
fore God rained fire and brimflone from Heaven^ 
and deflroyed them all. It is in allufion alfo to this 
event, that in the Revelation (ch." xix. 20, and 
xxi. 8.) the future extirpation of anti-chriftian 
delufion,. and of the workers of iniquity, is ex- 
prciTed by their being caft into a lake burning 
with fire and brimftone. 

That part of the land of Judea, where thefe 
devoted cities ftood, was rich and fertile above 
all the other parts of Judea. In Genefis^ chap. 
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xiiL we are told that when Lot feparated from 
Abraham, he looked over > all the plain of Jordan^ 
andfaw that it was well watered every wbere^ before 
the Lord defiroyed Sodom and Gomorrabj even as the 
garden of the Lord^ like' the land of yEgypt. This 
inducied great numbers. of people to fettle in this 
part of Judea •, and, 'particularly, it engaged Lot 
and his family to fettle here. It was an exten- 
fiye plain, bounded, to the eaft and weft by very 
high mountains, about feventy-two miles in 
length and eighteen in breadth. Here feveral 
cities were built, the principal of wnich were 
Sodom^ Gomorrah J Admah^ Zcboim and Zoar. The 
caufes that produced the richnefs of the foil, and 
crouded this country with inhabitants, were fuch ' 
as at the fame time produced a corruption of man- 
ners, and rendered its ruin unavoidable. The 
fertility of the foil proceeded from a warmth 
communicated to it by fubterranean fires. And 
this, probably, joined to the eafe and indulgen- 
cies arifing from a rich foil, contributed to en- 
flame the paffions of the inhabitants, and to ren-. 
der them fo infamous as we are told they were for 
wickednefs. But while they were rioting in vo- 
luptuoufnefs, there was a dreudful enemy work- 
ing below them, which had been deftined by Di- 
vine juftice to deftroy them. The fun being 
rifen upon the earth (as the hiftory tells us) one 
morning; and Lot and his family (the only righ- 
teous perfons left) having efcaped by Divine di- 
B 2 reftion^ 
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redion, the flames burft forth, the whole com« 
try funk ^t once^ and water todk its place. The 
. Scriptures call this event Go^s raining down from 
Heaven fire and brimflone. The truth is> that it 
was an event of the fame kind with many that 
have happened fince 5 or an eruption of liquid 
fire from the bowels of the earth, like the erup« 
tions from volcanos^ attended with thunder aod 
lightening and earthquakes. So ihocking, in 
this inftance, was the catafir&phe^ that a country, 
before one of the richeft and belt peopled in the 
world, was in one hour converted into a fmoak^ 
ing lake, which has been ever fince called the 
Affhaltic * lake, or the Dead Sea. -The river Jdr* 
dan had run through this country; but ever 
fince it has difcharged itfelf into this lake, and 
loft itfelf in it. Its water is fait and naufeous in 

* That isi ibf lah afhrimftow. The name of the Dead 
Sea has been given it from the immoveable ftillnefs of its 
* waters, produced by the bituminous and un^laous matter 
mixed with it, and floating upon it. Diodorus Siculus, (Lib« 
zth, chap. 6.) in defcribiog this lake, fays, that though 
fercrtl rivers of fweet water empty themfelves into it, the 
water of it is fo bitter and flinkin^, that nofifli can live in 
it; that great pieces of brimftooe frequently rife from the 
bottom of it, and reft upon its furface likeifl^nds; and that 
the z\r on its cQafts is fo hot and fo infefted by fulphareomi 
^ams, that the inhabitants are very unhealthy aad ibort* 
lived. Tacitus ci^lls it, iact/t immenfi am^tttt /fMf^ marisg 
/(tfort corrHftiQff gravitati oderis ^ccolis feftifir. Niquc ifm/l 
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«the higl^ft degree. Columo6 <£ fmoJke are i^Deo 
at certaiii times to rife from it ; aod it is iai4» 
that in fome parts of it ruins of buikiiogs msef 
iHil be fe^n ^. Profane hiftorians, sa well as the 
fcriptures, bear witnefs to the calamity which 
.befell thefe citic$. Tacitus fays^ ^ that where 
** the Dead Sea now i«» there were formerly fruit- 
^^ ful fields and large cities, which were aftcr^ 
*^ wards coofumed by thunder and lightening.^'f 
JosEPHys fays, that the things which are related 
of Sodom are confirmed by occular iafpe^ion, 
there being fkill vifible rdiicks of the fire feni: 
from Heaven, and the fhadows of the five cities^. 
. In the book of Wifdom (xth chapter and 7th 
verfe) it is faid of the inhabitants of Sodonfi, that 
the wafte land which yet ffnoketh^ and the plants heMT" 
'ing fruit that never come to rifenefs^ hear tefiimv^ ta 
their wickednefs. 

But it is moft to my prefent purpofe to give 
you an account of the notice which, in the 
vcrfe before my text, the Deity is rq)rcfcnted: 
as giving to Abraham of his intention to 
deftroy Sodom, and the mtercefiion which 
Abraham is reprefented as making for So* 
dom. In the 17th verfe, Jehovah is defcrihed 
as faymg, SbaU J hide from Ahraham that thing 



* See Mr, Maondrell's Travels, page 84^ 85, 
f Tacit. Hift. Lib. Vi cap. 6. 
% Jof. deBell. Jod. Lib. iv» cap, i. 
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"which I do? feeing that in him all the nations of the 
earth Jhall be blejfed^ and I know- him that he will 
command his children^ and his houfehold after him^ 
and they Jhall keep the way of the Lord to dojujiice 
and judgment. In the 22d'verfe we are told that 
Abraham drew near and faid, Wilt thou dejiroy the 
righteous with the wicked ? Per adventure there he fifty 
righteous perfons within the city : fVilt thou not fpdre 
the place for the fifty righteous that are therein ? That 
he far from thee to do after this manner^ to flay the 
t^hteoHs with the wicked. Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ?-^ And Jehovah faid^ If I find in 
Sodom, fifty righteous^ then^ I will fpare all the place 
for their fakes. — And Abraham anfwered and faid^ 
Behold now^ I have taken upon me to fpeak to the Lord^ 
who am but duft and ajhes. Peradvatture there JhaU 
lack fi*oe of the fifty righteous : Wilt thou deftroy all 
the city for the lack of five? -^ And hefaid^ If I find 
there forty and five ^ I will not deftroy it. — And Abra- 
ham fpokeyet again and faid^ Per adventure there fhall 
he forty found there. — And the Lord faid^ I will not 
deftroy it for the fake of forty.— And Abraham faid 
agaif^ O let not the Lord be angry ^ and I will fpeak. 
Per adventure there fhaU be thirty found there. — And the 
Lordfaidy I will not deftroy it if I find thirty there.— ^ 
And. Abraham faidy Behold now^ I have taken upon me 
to fpeak unto the Lord. Per adventure there fhall he 
twenty found there. And hefaid^ I will not deftroy it for 
the fake of twenty. — And Abraham faid^ let not the 
Lord be angry ^ and I will fpeak yet but this dnce< 

Pet^ 
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Per adventure ten /ball be found there. And the Lord 
faidy I will not deftroy it for ten^s fake. 

Such is the account in this chapter. I fuppofe 
there is no occafion for telling you, that it is not 
to be underftbod, that there was on this occafion 
cxaftly fuch a dialogue as this between Abraham 
and the Governor of the World. It is, I ap- 
prehend, a kind of parabolical * reprefcntation, ' 
contrived to imprefs our n)inds, and to con-^ 
vey, after the manner of the oriental nations 
in antient times, a more diftinft and forcible in-i 
ftruftion. Indeed, the whole account in this and 
the next chapter of the appearance of Jehovah to 
Abraham, of Abraham's interceffion, of Jebo^ 
vah's replies, of his promife to fpare Sodom had 
there been found in it but ten righteous perfons, 
and of the extraordinary care which was taken, 
by the interpofition of heavenly meffengers, to 
provide for the deliverance of righteous Lot ; I 
fay, this whole account is adapted, with the moft 
ftriking propriety and energy, to convey to our 
minds fome of the moft ufcful and important 
leiTons* It is, without doubt, founded on real 
fa£ls, the maliner only of telling thefe fads being 
to be confidered as difguifed and veiled by a mix- 
ture of allegory. Nor fliould we at all wonder 
at fuch a manner of relating fads, did we 
know how the antients wrote hiftory, or by what 
methods the memory of important events was 

preferved 
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pttktttd aiul tranfiiiitiasd from one getieratk>n to 
another before the invention of fetters* 

The remarks I have now made fliould be at-* 
tended to in reading many of the other acxount^ 
in this book of G^nefis ; and particularly thdb 
of the Creation, the Fall, and the Deluge. — But 
waving all obfervations of this kind, I would 
t^ke occafion from the account I have read, to 
defile you to confider a circumftance fn the fcrip- 
turo hiftory which is very remarkable, and which 
diftinguiihes it from all other hiftories ; I mean, 
the tendency which it has to difplay the juftice 
and fpotlefs holinefs of the Deity, as the moral 
governor of the world. Other hiftories carry 
our view^s m> higher th^n fecvnd caufes^ or th^ mu 
taral' mentis by which events. are produced; but 
thi$: hiftory conflramtly ami uni&Mrjnly carries our 
views to Atfirft cauie, and leads, us to conceive 
of the providence of God as guiding the courle 
of nature^ and of his love of righteoufneis^ and 
hatred} o£ inii^ity, as the l^ings.of all the hitU 
fing9 enjoyed by naticms, and^ of ail the cala« 
micies which be£all them. Thus, in the preient 
. mftance, we are taught diilinftly that the caufis 
<^ the deftrudion of Sodom was the anger of 
tfie Deity againft the inhabitants for their wicfc- 
cdtiefs ; and we are further led to form the maft 
Bvely ideas of this truth, by being acquainted 
rirat had there been in it but ten righteous per- 
fons it would have been faved. The natural 

caufes 
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taiiisi l|?hich produced its deftruftion would, iil 
this cafe, either never have exifted, or their ape- 
rations would have been fo direfted as to fufpend 
or prevent the calamity they produced. Nothing 
certainly can be more unreafonable, than to con- 
clude that becaiifc an event has been brought 
ibput by natural means, therefore the hand of 
God has not been in itj or that, becaufe we caa 
Ir^oe the bleffings and the fufferings of beings to 
certain powers, which are their immediate caufes, 
therefore they can be under no direftion from the 
nfioral government of the firft and fuprcme caufe^ 
Atlittle philofophy may incline a, perfon to this 
concluilon ; but a deep infight into philofophy, 
end' an enlifrged view. of the laws and conftitution 
pf .nature, will convince us of the contrary. Ir^ 
religion and atheifm rauft: be derived from mifc-f 
rabje inattention and ignorance. True knowledge 
will neceflarily.make us devout, and force us to 
Acknowledge diat God is the caufe of all caufes, 
that hi$ power is the, fourcc cf a^U efficacy in na- 
ture, and his righteous providence the guide of 
all that happens. 

But to return. to the remark yrhich occafioned 
thefe obfervations. — The Scriptures, I have faid, 
direct us to conceive of God's love of righteouf- 
nefs and averfion to wickednefs, as the principles 
which influence him in determining the fates of 
kingdoms.- He regards communities with par* 
ticular favour, on account of the number of vir- 

C tuous 
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tiious pcrfons in them •, and he gives them up to 
calamity, only when this number is fo incon- 
fiderable as not to afford a fufEcient reafon for 
faving them. In fuch circumftances, or whei> 
virtuous men are very fcarce among a people, 
they become, as this hiftory teaches us, a de- 
voted people, and they fall a prey to dreadful 
calamities and judgments. 

But we are farther taught by this hiftory, that 
when a people for their iniquities are vifited with 
judgments, particular care will be taken of fuch 
rigjiteous perfons as may be left among them. 
This care will be different in different circum- 
ftances ; but it will be always fuch as will pro- 
duce an infinite difference hctyrccn them sind the 
wicked part of a community. Sometimes it may 
extend fo far as even to provide for their temporal 
fecurity and happinefs. When the country, to 
which they belong, comes to be devoted, they 
may perhaps be conduced by the hand of Pro- 
vidence to a region of peace and fafety, where 
they Ihall efcape the general defolation. Such 
was the privilege granted to Lot and his fa- 
mily. ' He was taken from Sodom, left he 
fhould be confumed in its iniquity. Gen. 
xix. 15. And it is remarkable, that the mef- 
fengers of Divine vengeance are reprefented as 
fo anxious about his fafety, that when he lin- 
gered, they laid hold of his hand and pulled him 

away^ 
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fiway, faying, as we read in the 5th veric, 
ibey could do nothing till he was fafe. How high an 
idea does this give us of God's care of virtuous 
men in a time of public calamity ? In merciful 
condefcenfion to our low conceptions, he is de- 
fcribed as not having power to deftroy this 
wicked country while there remained in it one 
virtuous man. 

But there is a circumftance in this account ftill 
more remarkable. The place to which Lot was 
allowed to fly was a little town in the plain of 
Sodom, afterward called Zoar^ which was itfelf 
one of the five devoted cities, but is reprefented 
as fpared on purpofe to provide an afylum for Lot. 
His virtue could not weigh fo much, or avail fo 
farj as to fave the country ; but, at the fama 
time, fuch was the regard paid to it, that for 
the fake of it, a part of the country was pre- 
fervcd and given to Lot as a reward for his pro- 
bity and piety in the midft of prevailing wicked- 
nefs. As foon (we read) as he was fafe lodged 
in this little city, the defolating tempeft began, 
and all the country was fwallowed up. Gen. 
xixth and 23d. When Lot entered into Zoar^ Je- 
hovah rained fire and brimjione from Heaven^ and 
overthrew all theplain^ and all the inhabitants of the 
cities. Sa precious is righteoufnefs in the. fight of 
Heaven ; and fuch favourites with the Judge of 
all the earth are all who praftife it. In conformi- 
ty to the reprefentation on which I am infilling 
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we are led to conceive^ that Ihould there .(in % 
time of public calamity) be no diftant cDuntr)' ^ 
provided by Providence, to which the righteous 
may fly, yet there may be fome part of the de* 
voted country itfelf fpared on their account ; and^ 
that though their virtue may not avail fa fir as td 
prevent or fufpend the efFefts of Divine refent* 
jxient, yet it may render them lefs extenfjve and 
deftrqftive. 

You muft, however, remember, that in the 
common courfe of things it is not to be expe&ed^ 
that in either of thefe ways God will manifefl: his 
care of the righteous. There may bie nx> diftatW 
country to vvhich they can fly, nor may an ex^ 
cmption for their fakes be proper of any part of 
the country to be defl:royed ^ and, therefore, it 
may be necefl&ry they Ihould remain in it, and 
Ihare its fate. In the prefent world, we know^ , 
the righteous often fuffer with the wicked, and 
indifcriminate diftrefs is permitted. In fuch cir^ 
cumdanccs, however, the Deity will ftill mani-» 
fell himfelf a fayourer and friend xX the Vir- 
tuous. The lofs of worldly bleflings will be 
made up to them by infinitely nobler bleflings^ 
Inftead of that treafure on earth, which may h& 
ta[ken from them, they fhali have a treafure in 
Heaven v and inflead of a temporal^ they fliaM be 
bleft with an eternal deliverance. The diftrefs, in 
which they may be obliged to fhare, will be aU 
Jcviatcd to them by the reflexion on their having 
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done tKfeir part to fave theif coiuitry.*, by the uif- 
fpeakable fatisfiadlidti Attending the Cofifcioufnefe 
^ their own integrity ; by commimications of 
grace and fupport to their fouls ; by a fenfe of 
God'^ love to them ; and the affured hope of an 
intereft in his farour , and of a pkce under a go^- 
vefnment of perffeft vimie and peace in the Hear- 
kens. Thefe aire fpriAgs of relief and felicity^ 
Which no calamities can deftroy. They will Com^ 
*A\ifticate fweetniefe to the bitter^ draughts^ and 
reftdo-diftrefe ^ft occ^ftoA of joy afid triufifjph. 
The worfl: that any calamity can dd to a good 
maa, . is to take from him that which ht d^s ftdt 
Value. His prosper happinefs is aiways fecHJre; 
And the enemy that tears him frorh this life !^ 
moves him to a better. There full amends will 
be made to- him /or all thofe fufferings in which 
he may be involved by his connections with wick^^ 
ed men in the pfefent ftate. It is, indeed, in the 
other world only that a perfeft difcrimination wffl 
be made between men, according to their differ* 
ent moralxharafters. It is thefe only that the 
wicked will ceafe from troubling, and the weaty 
be at reft ; the righteous receive an adequate re- 
ward, and the wicked an adequate puniftimenr. 
Let us, amidft the fhocking fcenes to which we 
are witneffes irt this world, keep ouf eyes fixed on 
that awful ftate of univerfal retribution ; and nc^ 
ver forget the period when (according to the af- 
furance of our Saviour) the wicked Aall 'be fe- 
5 vered 
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▼cred from the juft, and the righteous Jbine forth as 
the fun in the kingdom of their father. 

Thefe refleftions may help to give you an idea 
of the importance of righteous men in a king- 
dom, and of the favour that will be ftiewn thenl. 
It is to them that dates owe their prefervation. 
It is on them that the very being of a fociety de- 
pends J and when they ceafe or are reduced to a 
very fmall number,^ a nation neceflarily finks into 
ruin* But when this happens, and the Supreme 
Governor vifits a nation with judgments, his pro- 
vidence watches over them^ and we may confider 
him as faying to them in the words of Ifaitd^^ 
Xxvith chapter and 20th verfe. Come ye into your 
chambers^ andjhut your doors. Hide y our f elves for a 
little moment y till the indignation be overpaft ; for be- 

' bold I come out of m^ place to punijh the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity. Or we may apply 
to good men in fuch circumftances the words in 
the xoift Pfalm. fhoufialt not be afraid of the ter- 
ror by nighty nor of the arrow thatflieth by day. A 
thoufand fbcil fall at thy ftde^ and ten thoufand at thy 
right handy but itjhall not come nigh thee. Only with 
thine eyes fhalt tbpu behold the reward of the wicked. 
Becaufe thou haft made the Lord thy refuge^ there JhaU 
no evil befall thee. He fhall call upon me^ and I wiU 
mfwer him. I will be with him in trouble, I will 

I deliver him andjhew him myfalvation. — Behold^ fays 
the prophet Malachi^ the day cometh thatfball burn^ 
§s an oven^ and ail that do wickedly Jball be ftubbk^ 

The 
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fhe day comet b which Jball bum them upy faith the 
Lord of hojis^ that it fhall leave them neither root 
nor branch. But unto you that fear my name^ fbaU 
the fun of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his 
wings. Mai. iv. i, 2. 

I cannot clofe thefc remarks without obfcrving, 
that the ftriking leffon on which I am infilling, 
is farther taught us in a very extraordinary man- 
ner, by the account given us in this book of Ge- 
nefis of the univerfal deluge. There are un- 
doubted proofs that fuch a calamity has happen- 
ed. The whole face of nature, as well as uni- 
verfal tradition, bear witnefs to it. The hiftory 
in Genefis reprefents it as an effeft of God*s juC- 
tice, or a judgment inflifted by him on mankind 
for their wickednefs. All flefh (it tells us) was 
become corrupt, and the whole earth was filled 
with violence, infomuch that only Noah and his 
family were found righteous. Of this fmall rem- 
nant the Deity is reprefented as taking particular 
care, by forewarning them of the calamity, and 
direfting an ark to be built for their prefervatlon. 
Gen. vii. i. And the Lord faid unto Noah^ com 
thou and all thy houfe into the ark^ for thee have I 
feen righteous before me in this generation. Thus 
was a whole world deftroyed for the wickednefs 
of its inhabitants, except one virtuous family, 
which was preferved in an ark, and felefted from 
the reft of mankind to be the founders of a new 
wee, 

The 
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The wartimg and admonitions, which luc(t 
accounts give^ (hould engage us to love aj[\d ta 
feck righteoufncfs above all things When WJ^ 
coflfider what it is, we cannot wonder ihat it 
(lands fo high in the eftimatio© .Qf the Deity, It 
15 his image in our fouls, it is the foundation of 
ail honour arid dignity. It is the qrder by which 
the univerfe fubfifts. God, therefore, maft de- 
light in thofe who prafitife it, and we ipay \y ith 
fcafon expe& that liis favour will extend itfelf to 
their cbnneftions ; and that, on their account, 
Tthcir families, . their friends, and their country 
wiUbe bleft. I have been fhewing you that the 
Sacred Hiftory ftrongly inculcates this upon us. 
Xjiod will pardon a guilty nation for the fake of 
Ae righteous io it, if they arc oot too few. So 
we read in Jer. v. i. Run ye tbrofigf^ the p^eets Jif 
Jfrufakm^ and fie in the broad places jiserecf^ if'ycu 
can find at^ ^ne wbo emiuMh judgmentj and feekeib 
the hmtby and I will pardm Jerufs^lem. I can 
fcarcely fct before you a propemr noojdve^ to 
the prafticc of virtue. If you arc virtuous, 
jou may fave your country, by engaging 
God's favour to it. Do yoii thpn love your 
country } Have you any defire to be the means of 
preferving and blefling it ? If you have, do aH 
you can to increafe the number of the virtuous 
in it ; or, fliould you defpair of fuccefs in this, 
refdve at leaft that you will unit^ yourfehes to 
that number. Thus will you be your country's 

beft 
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teii friends; make yourfelves powerful ifiterCef- 
fors with the Ekity for it, and ftand in the gap 
li>etWeeil it and calamity* But (hould wickednefi 
become fo prevalent as to render calaniity necef- 
fary, though, in this cafe, your country muft 
fuffer, yet care will be taken of you. Perhaps, 
you may be directed to fome means of efcaping 
from the fcommon ruin ; and a Zoar^ or an jirk^ 
.may be provided for you, from whence you 
may view the ftorm, and find yourfelves fafe, 
Methihks, the friends of truth and virtue 
may now \o6k acrofs the Atlantic^ and entertain 
fome fuch hope. But fhould there be no re- 
fource of this kind left, the righteous will at Icaft 
find refoufces of infinite value in their own 
minds ; in the teftimony of a good confcience ; 
in the confolations of Divine grace j and the 
profpefl: of that country where they fhall poffcfs 
an undefited^and incorruptible inheritance. 

My inclinations would lead me to addrefs you 
fome time longer in this way. But I muft haften 
to fome obfervations of a different kind* My 
principal defign on this occafion was to fet be- 
fore you the chief particulars in the charafter$ 
of thofe righteous men who are a blefling to their 
country ; and to point out to you the neceffary 
dependence of the falvation of a country on fuch 
charaders. I fhall now defire your attention to 
wh^t I Ihall fay ori thefe heads. 

D With 
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. With refped to the charadtcr of thofc righ-^ 
teous men, who are likely to fave a country, 
I would obfervc, first, that they love ^heir 
country and are zealous for its rights. They 
obey the laws of the legiflature that prote£t$ 
them, contribute chearfuUy to its fupport, 
and are felicitous, while they give to God 
the things that are God's, tp give alfo to 
C^far the things that are Cjefar^s. They are, 
tiierefore, loyal fnb]e6ts. That is, they fio all 
they can to promote the good order of the ftate 
by complying with its laws, and bearing a con- 
ftant and inviolable allegiance to it. This alone 
is genuine loyalty ; and not any attachment to 
the perfons of princes, arifing from a notion of 
their facrednefs. There cannot be any notion 
more ftupid .or debafmg. The people are the 
fouptain of all civil jurifdiftion, and theirs is the 
true majefty in a ftate. There is no individual^ 
who, as a member of any community^ is more 
faered than another, except as far as he is inveft- 
ed with the authority of the community> and 
employed in e^x^cutijog. its. wilL Civh governors: 
are, ; in the intention of nature and reafon, the 
fervants * of t{ie public j and whenever, forget- 



ting. 



• King James the Firft, in his firft fpeech to his parfiament, 

' declared, that *« he fhould never be afhamed to eonfefs it his 

*' principal honour to be the great servant -of the com- 

*« mon wealth." But in the very fame fpeech; he calh his 

people 
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tlhg this^ they imagine they poffefs inherent rights 
of dominion, and attempt to eftablifli their own 
^ruthority, and to govern by their own will, they 
become dangerous enemies -, and all that is va* 
luable to a ftate requires they fhould be op- 
pofed. The righteous citizen, therefore, whofe 
charafter I am defcribing, at the fame time 
that he is loyd, can have no notion of paffive 
obedience and non-refiftance. His duty obliges 
him to enquire into his rights, and to be jealous 
of them ; to attend to the manner in which the 
truft of goyernfnent is difcharged ; and to do his 
part towards keeping the fprings of legiflation 
pure, and checking the progrefs of oppreffion. 
Thus only can he prove himfelf a worthy and 
ufeful citizen *. It is a fad miftake to think that 
D 2 private 

people his^ NATURAL VASftALS. It is» therefore^ plain, he 
made this decoration from the /amcf afFedted humility, or ra- 
ther infolencey which has led the Pope to give himfeif the 
title of Siroant of Servants. 

* It h common to aiTert that refinance can be juftifi^d 
only itf cafes of extreme oppreffion. Mankind, in confe- 
quence of indolence and want of union, have generally a£led 
agreeably to this principle ; but it has loft the world its li- 
berty. ItimpHeSy that refinance ooght to be avoided* while 
oppreffion is growing, and till it becomes too late to refift 
fuccefsfully without fetting eycry thing ^afloat, and producing 
dreadful convullions. The truth is, that oppreffion cannot 
be refided too foon; and that 21II the Untlendes to it ought to 
be watched. Had this been always done, tyranny would have 
been craihed in its birth ; andinankind would have been al- 
ways 
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private men have nothing to do with the admini* 
ftration of public affairs-, that there are n^fteriet 
in civil government of which they are not judges ^ 
and that, inftead of ever complaining, it is their 
duty always to yield and follow. This is the 
fame with faying that in every community the 
body of the people are only a herd of cattle, 
made to be led and difpofed of as their owiier9 
pleafe. Had fuch a vile principle been always 
afted upon, there would now haVQ been no fuch 

ways happy* If an equal and nfirfuous r^prefcntadon of the 
people of a date makes an efTential pare of its legiflatare^ this 
may be done eafily, and every grievance may be redrelTed, ai 
foon as it appears, without diflurbance or tumult ; and this 
forms one of the diftfnguifhing excellencies of fuch a coivdi^ 
tution of government as ours. But if through a general dc« 
generacyy the reprefentation becomes partial and corrupt, • 
defpotifm may arife from fuch a form of government, which 
will be the very worft poflible, and under which no hopt 
may be left, except from a calamity that (hall deftroy the 
.means of corruption, and awaken to repentance* 

Mr. LiNGUET, in a letter to Vpltairb, fays of the peo- 
]^e, that they are condemned to have only hands, and .tha( 
mifcbief arifes, and all is loft, the moment they are put uppn 
thinking, Voltaire obferves in reply, that, on the contrary, 
all is lod when they are treated like a herd of b^IIs ; for, in 
this cafe, they will ufe their horns, and fooner or later gore 
their owners to death. See Letter gth and gth in the colle^iou 
of Mr, de Voltaire's original letters. — Certain \t is, indeed, 
that much greater evils are to be dreaded from the fury of a 
people, ignorant and blind, than from the refinance a|id jea^ 
)opf^ of a people in^uifitive ^nd enlightened* 

thing 
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thing as a free government upon earth, and every 
human right would have been overwhelmed under 
an univerfal and favage defpotifm, — It is thus, 
thAt in Religion, a fet of holy ufurpers have pre- 
tended that there are myfteries in religion of 
which the people are not judges, and into which 
they fhould not enquire ; and that, for this rea* 
fon, they ought to refign to them the direftion 
of their faith and confciences. It would be a dif- 
grace to virtue to fuppofe that it requires an ac» 
quiefcence in fuch infolent claims ; or that it is a 
part of the charafter of a rfghteous man that h« ^ 
is always ready to crouch to every tyrant, and ne* 
ver exercifcs his own judgment, or fliews any fenfe 
of his own dignity as a rational creature and a 
freeman. Away with all fuch degrading and mi- 
ferable fentiments. Let us remember that we are 
men and not cattle ; that the fovereignty in every 
country belongs to the people ; and that a righ- 
teous man is the beft member of every commu* 
nity, and the beft friend to his fpecies, by being 
the moft irreconcileable to flavery, the moft fen^ 
fible to every encroachment on the rights of man- 
kind, the moft zealous for equal and univerfal. li- 
berty,- and the moft aftive in endeavouring to pro^ 
• pagate juft fentiments of religion and govern- 
ment. In ftiort, a virtuous man muftbe a firm 
and determined patriot. Power cannot awe him. 
Money cannot bribe him. He fcruples no labour 
pr expence in fupporting any neceflary meafurcs 

of 



of government ; but at the fame time he will re- 
fift any oppreflive meafures. If he is an eleftor^ 
he is fure to give an unirtfluenced and honeft vote. 
If he is a magiftrate, he is ftriftly juft and im- 
partial, a terror to evil doers^ and a praife to all who 
do welL If he is a fenator, he is uncorrupt and 
faithful. In every ftation he ftudies to promote the 
peace and profperity of his country. He pofleffes 
integrity to affift in dircfting its councils, and 
xjourage to defend its honour and to fight its 
battles againft all encmiesi. 

Such is a righteous tmniivhispuilii: capacity^ or 
as a member of a ftate. I muft go on to obferve that 
in his private capacity he praftifcs every private and 
/focial virtue. He is induftrious in his calling, up- 
right in his dealing^, and true to his engagements. 
He is a good hufband, a good parent, a good 
neighbour, and a good friend, as well as a good 
citizen. Within the circle of his family and ac- 
. quaintance, he maintains the fame regard to equi- 
ty and liberty, that be does in the more extended 
circle of bis fellow fubjeds and fellow men. He 
jrtnders to alt their dues, honour to whom honour^ 
cufiom td wbomcuftom^ and always afts to others as 
he defires that others would a6t to him. He is 
charitable and generous, as far as his abilities 
reach % but he avoids all parade and oftentation •, 
and fixes his expences below his income, that he 
may eryoy that happy independence which will 
place him above tanptation. In: every tranfac^ 
5 tion 
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tion of commerce, his fairhefs may be depended 
on. In the execution of every trqft he is exa£b 
and faithful. He fhuns all the exceffes of plea- 
fure and voluptiioufnefs, never fufFers his paflions 
to carry him beyond the bounds of chaftity and* 
temperance, and within the inclofure of his owfi 
breaft, where only one eye obferves him, he is as 
juft, and fair, and candid, as he appears to be on 
the open ftage of the world. 

Once more. He is confcientious and diligent 
in the difcharge of all the duties of religion. 
This is the crowning part of his charafter. It is 
religion gives dignity and efficacy to all our moral 
and public principles; nor is it poffible there 
fliould be a confiftent charafter of virtue without 
it. A virtuous man, therefore, muft be a religious 
man. He worftiips God in private, in his fami- 
ly, and in public. He is governed in his whold, 
condud by a regard to the Deity ; looks to him ' 
in all that happens ; and joins conftantly with his 
fellow-creatures in thofe focial exercifes of piety, 
which are the proper expreffions of the homage 
and fealty which he owes to him as the Supreme 
Governor and Judge. 

I will on this fubjeft only add, that the three 
particulars I have named are infeparable in a righ-^ 
teous charafter. Public virtue cannot fubfift with- 
out private ; nor can public and private virtue 
fubfift without religion. As a truly virtuous and 
religious man mult be a patriot, fo a true patriot 

muft 
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Mui^ be a virtuous and religious man. The ob^ 
ligations of righteoufnefs are the fame in all theit" 
branches, and a righteous man cannot violate 
them habitually in any inftance^ Is it likely, thafi 
a man who is falfe to private engagements, will 
not be alfo falfe to public ones y or that a man^ 
vho, in his family is a tyrant, will not be 
likewife a tyrant as a niagiftrate? 1$ it like- 
ly that a man, who has given up to his paffiona 
his internal liberty, Ihould be a true friend to li- 
berty 5 or that a man, who will cheat his tradef* 
men or betray his friends, will not give a wick- 
ed vote, and betray his country ? Can you ima-. 
gine that a fpendthrift in his own concerns, will 
make an ceconomift in managing the concerns of 
others *, that a wild gameiler will take due care of 
the flake of a kingdom ; or that an unprincipled 
debauchee will make an upright judge or a found 
ftatefman ? Can a man who (hews no regard to 
God his Maker, or to Chrift his Saviour ; who 
is fuch an enemy to fociety as to negled countis* 
nancing, by his example, thofe forms of worlhip 
on which the order of fociety depends ; and fq 
void of the fundamental principles of goodnefs, 
as to be capable of being habitually atheiftical in 
his conduft: Can, I fay, fuch a perfon poflefs any 
great regard for the interefts of fociety ? — Let us 
rejeft all fuch abfurd imaginations. Treachery, ve-: 
nality and villainy muft be the effefts of diffipation, 
voluptuoufncfs and jmpiety. Thefe vices fap tho 

foun- 
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^ouridatiofts of virtue*. They render men fltf* 
ceflitous and fuppl^, and ready at any time to fa-^ 
Crificc* their confciences, or to fly to a court, in 
order to repair a fhattered fortune, ahd procure 
fupplies for prodigality. Let us fehicmbef thefe 
truths in judging of men^ Xct us confiderthat 
true goodnefs is uniform and confiftent ; and learn 
iievcr to place any great confidence in thofe pre- 
tenders to public fpirit, who are not nvrn of vir-^ 
tuous charafters* They may boaft of their attach-^ 
ment to a public caufe, but they want the living 
root of perfeverihg virtuej and fhould not be de^ 
pended on. 

Having given you this account of righteoui 
tneh^ I am next to take notice of the caufes 
which prodtice that dependence, intimated in my 
ttxt^ of the fate of a country on: fuch men* 
This dependence is derived, firft, from the na- 
ttires of things^ Such men are the health and vh 
gour of a fta^. They are the order that prefcrve 
k from anarchy, and the vital fprings which givd 
it life and motion* When they are witl\drawn, a 
Aation as neceiTarily falls into ruin as a building 
falls when its pillars are deftroyed, or as an ani-» 
mal body putrifies when the fluids ftagnate^ and 

* Soni($ of the expteffions ifa this paflkge, and a few otheri' 
in the latter part of this difcourfe^ may perhaps be tdoftrong. 
Bm lain nor at liberty to fapprefs them. Every cimdid per- 
fbn mtfft lee that my vieWs ,are^#s/r4/; and, fhoald aay fl(n» 
imagine the contrary^ he will greatly injure me. 

E th^C 
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the animal funftions ceafc to be performed.— There 
is a diftarit country, once united to us, where 
every inhabitant has in his houfe (as a part of his 
furniture) a book on law and government, to ena- 
ble him to underftand his civil rights i a mufket 
to enable him to defend thefe rights ; and a Bible 
to enable him to underftand and praftife his reli- 
gion. — What can hurt fuch a country ? — We have 
invaded, and for fome time have been endeavour- 
ing to fubdue this country. Is it any wonder that 
we have not fucceeded ? How fecure muft it be, 
while it preferves its virtue, againft all attacks ? 

But Secondly^ the dependence of ftates on the 
virtuous men in it is not only thus derived from 
the neceffary courfe and operations of caufes and 
effefts, but from the pofitive will of the Deity. 
There is an invifible and almighty power which 
over-rules, the operations of natural cau&s, and 
prefides over aU events. This power is a righ- 
teous power, and it muft be friendly to the rigb- 
teous\ and therefore, will direft events for the ad- 
vantage of the country where they refide. In 
confequence of thQ particular favour of God to 
them, and bis delight in them, they ftay his hand 
when lifted up to fcourge a nation ; and we may 
confiderhimas faying, in the words already quoted. 
Gen. xix. 22, I cannot do atry thing till you are gone. 

I am in danger of being too tedious on 

this fubjeft. Nothing now remains but that I 

^ conclude 
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conclude with briefly applying the whole to the 
prefent ftate of this country. 

On this occafion, I feel myfclf much at a lofs 
how to addrefs you, not knowing whether I Ihould 
do it in the way of encouragement or defpair. 
When I think of this congregation ; when I re- 
coiled tBfe many worthy perfons among my ac- 
quaintance and friends 5 and confider what mul-' 
titudes more there muft be that I can never 
know, and in fituations where ' perhaps I (hpuld 
not expeft to find them — when I make only fuch 
refleftions, I feel comfort, and am difpofed to con- 
clude, that all may be well, and that the num- 
ber of the virtuous among us is ftill confiderablc 
enough to fave us. 

But when Lextend my views, and look abroad 
into the world ; when I confider the accounts I am 
often hearing of the court, the camp, and the fc- 
nate, and the profligacy that prevails almoft every 
where; I fall back intodifiidence, and am ready" 
to believe there is no room for hope. . There are, 
it is true, among all bur parties, political and re- 
ligious, many excellent charafters ftill left; but 
the comfort they give me is damped by the fol- 
lowing confiderations. 

Firft. They are a fmaller number than they 
were. Public and private virtue has been for 
fome time declining. Never, perhaps, was there 
a time when men (hewed fo little regard to decency 
in their vices, or were (ojbamekfs in their venality 
£ z and 
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and debaucheries, Vfhm men are wanted for th<: 
buQnefs of any department of the ftate, dp you 
ever find that only bonefi meji are fought for ; or 
that it is, on fuch an occaf^on, ^ny objeftion to 
A man that h^ fcofFs at religion, or that he is 
fenowntobea drunkard, a gamefter, an aduU 
tcrer, or an atheift ? What vacancies ygonld he 
made in public offices, were all but men of pur^ 
manners and independent integrity tnken from 
them? 

As to ][Ieligion, nothing is plainer than that 
it was pever at fo low an ?bb, Even among Pro^r 
teftant Non-conformift^* the place3 of worfhip arc 
almoft deferted. In this great metropolis, feveral 
of our beft congregations have fqnk to nothings 
Many are finking, and few ftciurifh. Our reli-. 
giou$ zeal is dying \ and the moft valuable part 
pf the diffenting intereft h likely foon to be 
ground to death between enthufiafin on the one 
hand, and luxury and fafhion ot\ the other. 

But Secondly. Another difcouraging circum? 
ftance in our prefent date is, that a confidcrable 
part of the righteous themfelves, or qf that de^ 
fcripion of men to whom we muft look for the 
falvation of the kingdom, S^ only fiapiinally righ- 
teous. They are a fmaller nunibcr than they 
were ; and of this numbjir many are falfe and 
hollow. I^othing, indeed, is more difcouragii^g, 
than to find that a man has been fecretly wicked, 
who, for i-pany years^ h^^ parp^4 with him every 
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arppearance of the ftriflteft probity and piety. Wc 
^re all of us often m^ipg difcoverie* of this kindi^ 
and they have a tendency to deftroy in us all con^ 
ftdence in our fellow-creatures. Take away from 
the honeft men all that are diflioneft, and from 
the religious nien all the hypocrites^ and what % 
piejancholy redud^ion will be made of a party, 
which, without fgch a reduftion, wpuld be too 
faiall ? — Among the perfons to whom it is natural 
for us to look for the defence of our country, are 
thofe in high life, arjd among QW finat^rs^ who 
have ta,ten up the cry of pu^blic liberty and vir- 
tue, and Qppofe the opprgffions of power. They 
l^e;^, ind?ed^ a glorious band i and it is impofli- 
blc not to admire their zeal. But alas ! hoiw often 
luve we been duped by their profefli^n« ?. How 
often has their zeal proved to be nothing but a 
cover for ambition, and a, ftruggle for places ? 
How many inftances have there been of tbcir for# 
getting all their declaraJtions, as foon as they have 
got into power ? How often do you hear of their 
pxtravagance and immoralities? I have more than 
once, in the preceding difcourfe, fpoken of Patri- 
Ptifm, I have mentioned it as one of the firft and belt 
Qualities cf a righteous man.. But I have done this 
with pain, on account of the difgrace into which, 
what i$ fo called has fallen. Patriotifm, like 
p.eligion, is an excellent thing. But true Pa- 
triotifm, like true Religion, is a fcarce thing. In 
tl)P Staffs as well ^s in the Churchy there arc 
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ahmiriahle impoftorsy who have blafted th^ credit 
of thefe divine excellencies to fuch a degree, that 
they cannot be mentioned as parts of a good cha- 
rafter without an apology. Is it poflible there 
Ihould be a worfe fymptom in the ftate of a king- 
dom ? — How mortifying is it to find the nation'^ 
beft friends falling fo (hort as they do of our 
wiflies? What meafures for reftoring a dying 
cdnftitution ? What reformation of abufes, what 
public points do they hold forth to us, and 
pledge themfelves to accomplilh? How little 
does it fignify who are i», or who are out of pow- 
er, if the conftitution continues to bleed, and that 
fyftem of corruption is not deftroyod, which has 
been for fome time deftroying the kingdom ? — In 
fliort, where will you find the difinterefted^^^/w/j, 
who are ready, in this time of diftrefs, to ferve 
their country for nothing * ? Where will you find 
the boneft ftatefmeriy who are above making ufe 
of undue influence, and will truft for fupport to 
the reftitude of their meafures ; the virtuous elec- 
tors or reprefentatives^ who fear an oath and have 
no price ; or the profeflbrs of religion, who can- 
not be induced to do any thing mean or bafe ? — r 
wilh not to be miftaken. I am far from meaning 
that none fuch can be found, I have acknow- 
ledged (and it is all my encouragement) that 

* On^ fach the nation has lately heard of with admiration. 
I believe I am happy enough to know fome more; and though 
(heir fervices may not be called fori God will recompepfe them. 

fuch 
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fuch may. be found among * all our parties. 
I only mean to intimate a doubt whether they are 
not blended with fo many hypocrites, and de- 
creafed fo much in number, as now no longer to 
make a body of men very difcernible, and of 
fufficient confequence to fave us. Would to God 
there was no reafon for entertaining this doubt. 

Perhaps we arc, in general, too much difpefed 
always to think the prefent times the worft. I 
am, probably, myfelf under the influence of this 
difpofition; but, after ftudying to be upon my 
guard againft it, I find myfelf incapable of be-' 
lieving that miferable declenfions have not taken 
place among us. 

As an evidence of this, and a farther alarming 
circumftance in the ftate of the nation, I iigrould 

* In this I differ extremely from the learned and worthy 
and very liberal Bilhop of Exeter, who (in a fermon preached 
on the. 30th of January laft, before the Lords fpbitual and 
temporal) calls the great men. who for fome time have been 
oppofing meafares which have brought the kingdom near 
iU lad drugglen, a defpirate and daringfaQ'ton. It is probable, 
therefore, that he thinks no good men can be found among 
them. This, at lead, muft be the opinion of the Archbiihop 
of York, who, in a qoted fermon, has called them a body of 
men, who are held together by the fame bond that keeps to- 
gether the << lowed and wickedeit combinations ;'' that ii, 
** rogues and thieves," as this cenfure was expreifed in the 
pulpit. I have in this difcourfe been a little free in delivering 
cenfures \^ but had I delivered any fuch cpnfures as thefe, £ 
ibonld have thought myfelf inexcufable. 
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ifterttion » y6tttKat fcvity and difflpatticm, and 
rage for pcrnidoas diverfions, which prevail 
among us. Not long ago pla^-hcufes were eon- 
fined to tendon. Bat now there is fcarcely a con- 
jSdef able town in the kingdom without them. 
In manufa£J:uring towns they produce very bad 
eflfefts ; and yet there are not many of thefc towrii 
wh<5rc they are not eftaWifhed. Think here, par- 
ticularly, of thofe fcenes of lewdnefs artd intern- 
^artce, our mafquerades. Thefe are late im- 
prdvements in our public pleafures; but I qucf- 
f rem whether in Sodom itfelf any thing much worl<? 
could have been found. We anfwer, indeed, too 
nearly to the account given by our Saviour of 
this city before its deftruftion. 72^^ eat and drank* 
Ithey married and wete given in marriage. Tbey bought 
and fold^ and planted and builded. That is, they 
enjoyed themfelves in eafe and mirth. They gave 
themfelves up to fenfuality and criminal indul- 
gpftcies, without thinkiiig of any danger. But 
the fame day ^at Lot went aUt^ it rained fire an^ 
hrimfione from Heathen and de/irtyed them all. Luke 
icvii. iS. With fimilar gaiety and fecurity do we 
now give ourfelves up to intrigue and diffipation 
in the midft of danger. Heaven is angry with 
us, and our exiftfence is threatened -, but k feem«' 
lib give us no concern. In the e6urfe of aftw 
years we have been reduced from the highefr pin- 
nacle of glory to the brink of ruin. A third of, 
the empire is loft j and at the fame time we fee 
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HAf r<:^ Un^uil)&ing, aii4 our debtis and t^ixes, aU 
D^ciy iofuppon^k, i«cr?#ng h^^ and Hl^ejy 
i^iMi 10 GCuft ws, N(* long ftgo, i^\^ would have 
piodttotd Wi alarm which nothing cou)dl\aye ^ui* 
f«cd. . {« the 1^ war, pardcvMy, | iietp^mbcf 
that only the ioft pf A4?»»y« threw xk^. kingdpni 
into a c6mmQtiol^ which. coft an adiniral his lifej 
and produced a chaiQ^ of ineafures. Svit npw4 
though in a cTOditioa unfpeakably worfe, the 
kingdom is inCenfiUe, We fly to fe^fts .an4 
amufemec^, and. dance the ro^ad.af pie.afiire« 
The fame mcafures ^ on- The fetw minifters 
direft thefe meafures ; and fometimes we hear of 
new emplumencs conferred upon them, juft as if, 
inilead of having brought us into imminent dan.- 
ger, they had iaved us. One would have thought 
it injpofiiblc, that the ftupefadion of luxury and" 
vice could have proceeded fo far in fo fliort a per 
riod« But fuch torpors, like mortifications b^ 
fore d^ath, have been the common forerunners of 
calamity. Seldom has it hj^pened, when de- 
bauchery and extravagance and a pompous man* 
lier of living have^rome to their height, that they 
have not been followed by a fudden tranfitbn to 
"(lavery and mifcry. 

I ihall mention to you but qne circumftance 
more that checks my hopes, I mean the faft juft 
alluded to, or the uniform efFedt of all our public 
meafures for the lad four or five years. This is 
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fo remarktble, as naturally to difpofc ui tt> co5^ 
elude that we are indeed forfaken by Heaven. 
Nothing has prbfpered. * Several opportunities for 
getting back to fecurity and peace have^beeli n^- 
lefted. Offers of reconciliation, which once tvoidd 
have been joyfully acceptfed^ h'ave been Made too 
late. Every ftep has plunged us deeper into dif- 
ficulties ; fo thati'now we fee a quafrrei about tea^ 
which lenity and wifdom flight have accomoao* 
dated iiniWedja'tcly^-increafcd into a war. more; dc* 
ftruftivc than any in which this' country has been 
ever eng^«J.' Mud we not in this {jpt the haQd.of 
Providence? Does it.uot^give us reafon tofcar 
that God, having no intentions of mercy' towards 
us, 'has infatuated our councils ?— ^Wiiryoo give 
me leave to mention one particular/ ptoof of this 
obfervation ? ' ' , ' 

' At the time the alliance with France was noti^ 
- fied. It feems to me that an opening was left, by 
which we might have got back to fafcty and peace; 
The alliance was comnurciali and not excb^e*: 
We might have confented to it, and dctermihcd 
to withdraw our forces from the colonies. Our 
fituation was fuchas rendered this neceflaryj and, 
in confequence of it, wt might in time have^rer 
covered their confidence, and fecured, by a family 
compaft, every advantage that could be derived 

• It was to become what it now is (offinfive and {lef$H/iw) 
Onl/ \n tbt ivetfi of its being refilled by cbis country. 
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from a conncftion with them. But we had not 
ifortitude enough to confider properly our fitua- 
tion; nor wifdom and magnanimity enough to 
conform to it. National fafety was forced to 
give way to national dignity. Hoftilities againft 
Trance were begun immediately. And now, with 
our ftrcngth fpent, and public . credit tottering^ 
we feem to be juft entering into a war with the 
Combined powers of France^ Spain^ and America. 

This is, indeed, a profpeft fo frightful, that I 
muft turn my attention from it. Never did fo 
dark a cloud hang over this nadon.* May Hea«- 
yen avwt the ftorm ; or, if it muft break, may 
Its fufjf be mitigated, and the ifluc direded to 
the general advantage of the intereft of truth, li- 
berty and virtue. But, whatever happens, may 
you and I be found of the number of thofe righ- 
teous perfons who have aded the part of faith- 
ful citijKcns, and with whom all Ihall go well for 
€vcr. 
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Remarks toil a Paffage in the feiSHo^ 
of London's Sermon preached at the 
Chapel Royal on AJh^Wednefday lafti 

TH£ Bi(hop oi London, in a fermon pitached 
Oil J/b-H^eJmfd(^ laft in the Chapel 
lloyal, and fince publifhed and addrefled to thd 
Reverend the Clergy and inhabitants of the dio- 
cefe of Undon^ has pointed me out' as a perfoil 
*' whofe ftudy it has long been to introduce con- 
^* fufion, to encourage fedition, and to deftroy 
** all rule and authority^ by traducing govcrn- 
•* ment, defpifing dominion, fpeaking evil of 
** dignities, and affumirig vifionary and imprac- 
*^ ticable principles as the only true foundations 
'•* ^f a free government, which tend to raife dif- 
'^^ contents in the people, to harden fom in affual 
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" ample.'' — Page 17. 

Having been always ufed to venerate the cha- 
raftes, as^.well as. the learning and abilities of 
the Bifhop of London^ I could not but be aUo- 
niflied at this cenfure. His name and autho- 
ifity will give it credit am©ng many uninformed 
perfons -, and they will conclude that the doc- 
trine concerning government which has occa- 
fioned it, muft be very ftiocking, and that the 
teacher of fuch a doctrine muft' be very profli-- 
gate. I will therefore beg leave briefly to ftate 
this doftrine. 

In oppofitipn to thofe principles which maks 
civil government to be an Appointment of 
Heaven, and the authority of civil governors to 
be founded on inherent rights of dominion, in 
the exercife of which they are accountable only to 
God •, I have maintained, that civil government, 
like our clothes op our houfes^ is the conirivance 
ef men' iot obtaining proteftion and- fecurity,- of 
^ri expedient tor defending their perfon^ and pro- 
perty againft injury -, and that, confeqxicntly, the 
power of civil governors- is a Delegation of 
Trust from the people for this- purpofe^ whicH 
bhey have a righ* to limit as they pleafe, and, ipf 
t-he exercife of whichy civil governors are account 
table to them as well as toGod;— I have, in the 
following words, fummed up all I mean on this 
fobje£l>— • ^ Legitimate government, as oppofcd 
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■^ to oppreflion and tyranny, 'confifts In the do^ 
*' minion of equal laws made with common con- 
" fent, or of Men over themselves •, and not 
** in the dominion of communities over commu- 
" nities, or of" any Men oveu other Men.'* 
See the Introdtrftion to the two Trafts on Civil 
Liberty, page 7th. 

This is the doftrine concerning government 
w&ich the learned and worthy. Bifhop has, at the 
Chapel Royal, and in an enumeration of the na- 
tional vices, cenfured as vifionary and dangerous^ 
and in order to prove it fo, he 'has, in a note, 
quoted two paffages from my Trafts ; rn the firft 
of which I have faid, " that as far as, in any in- 
" ftance, the operation of any caufe comes in t© 
** feftrain the power of felf-government in a ftaie, 
*' fo far flavery is introduced." And in the fe- 
dond, ^'* that the reprefevtatibn vf a kingdom ought to 
" be complete \ and that no ftate, a part only of 
** which IS reprcfented in the legiflaturc that go*- 
** veras it, can be faid to be y?5^-goverrrcd.'* " See 
firft Traft, page 5. and fecond Traft, page 6. 
From thefe affertions, he fays, it follows^ that a vaft 
majority of the people of England, all that have no 
vote for reprefentatives in parliament y are Jlaves»- 
lb. page 17. 

In order to judge' properly of thefe paffages, 

and the inference which the^ Bifhop draws from 

tliem, T 'muft defire it may be Confidered that I 

J\ave repeatedly faid, that by the ftate I mean 
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^ thc; body of independent agents m the ftat« ;*^ 

tnd tkat^ coi^iequeatly, the two propofidons which 

the Bifhap niiiit maintain in c^ppofition to thpio 

which he has condemned, ^re 

: Firft, That the body of independent stents in 

ti ftate n^y be free in thofi? in£tance$ in which they 

want the power of fclf-gQYernment, And 

. Secondly, That they may poll^fs the powef of 

felf government, and yet a vaft m^ority of them 

have no vote or ihare, either by themfelvea or their 

jeprefcntsitives, in government. 

Our fuuation in this country is indeed calami^ 
tons, if, as the Biihop intimates, we ar^ under a 
neceffity of either adoiitting thefe propofitions, or ' 
granting that we are flaves,— — Thc following 
obfervations, however, on which I have laid mych 
ftrefs, Ihould no? be foi^ttcn, 
, In the firft place; liberty and Aavery may 
cxift more or lef^ ^n diS'^ent ftates ^ and, in 
one and the fame fts^te, they ma^ be fni;sed and 
blended in various ways and degrees* — What I 
have affertcd is, that ^f^r us a ftate wants | 
complete reprefentation, ^ far it 15 not fiJf-fSf^ 
vcrned i sind that |ls far as it is not fclf-governcd^ 
Jo far it is enflaved, |f it is ft^tiaB^ reprefcnted, 
it is partial^ enQaved, If it is pqt 4/ <i//rejpre^ 
fented, it is (niirefy enHaycd, * 

Secondly, I have earefully diftinguifhcd be-. 
fwcen the cafual enjoyment of freedom, and ^ 
CQoftitutipn of governmept^fwn;^! frctdom. A 
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ftate^ may enjoy freedom under a Jk^t^ if Re ig 
wife and virtuous ^ buc fuch freedom depending 
t)n the will of one man,. which in theendmuft 
prove the mifery of all men, and not being de^ 
rived from a free conftitution, theftate wouldj in 
reality, be enflaved, — So, in Britain, we might 
enjoy freedom in confequence of the lenity or con- 
pivance of our governors ; but if ii; depended 
chiefly on their goodnefs, or if a vaft majority of 
$he people had no fliarc in legiflation, 'we ihould^ 
undoubtedly, whatever happinefs we might enjoy 
in other refpefts, be fo far enflaved *, Second 
Trad, page 3df 

Thirdly, I have aflcrted, that even a partial 
reprcfentation in the legiflature of a country 
is in the higheft degree favourable to public 
jiiberty, and one of. the greateft bleflings, pro- 
vided it is freely chofen, fubjed to no corrupt 
influcn^ie, frequently changed, and veiled with 
fuch powers as the conftitutian gives to our Houfe 

* In \ht fccond Traft, page 13, &c. I have further diftio* 
^uiihed between the liberty of the citizeu'^tht liberty of the 
fe*i>irnmeH:—&tid the liberty of the ctmtmtftifjt,'-^** A cUitsa^^* I 
have r«id» <^ is fr^ when the power of commanding his own 
^* conda£t» as far as he docs; not injure others, is fecurtdXSk 
<< him, by tseing his own legiflator ; that is, by his having 
*' a (herein the legifiature that governs him, either liy Umfelf 
<* perfonally, or by reprefentatives, in chuii'ng whom he has 
«< a free vote. — A gf^vtrnnumt^htt when conftitnted in facb 
*' a manner as to give this ftcuriiy^'-^hxA the freedom of dit 
*^ commanity is marly the fame among comntinitie^i that the 
^* freedom of a citizen ii^oong tns feilow-citicen^.^' 
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of Commons. Second Trafl:, pages 35 and 39. 
—-—But I will not dwell here on points which I 
have already endeavoured, with a good deal of 
care, to explain *. 

It may be more neceflary to put the Bifhop in 
mind, that the theory of government with which 
he is fo much difpleafed, may be found not only 
in Mr. L^rJ^^'s writings, but in all the writers on 
laws and government who have been moft admired 
in this country • and that the aflertion by which I 
have given moft offence, namely, " That in a free 
'' ftate every man ought to be his own legiflator," 
was firft the aflertion of Montefquieu^ and has been 
fince the aflertion of Mr. Jujiice Blackjione f. 
Language to this effeft has been hitherto the com-, 
mon, language of all the friends of civil liberty ; 
and it has been adopted by many of the reverend 
Clergy themfelves in their fermons on public oc-p 
gafibns. One inftance of this deferves the Bifhop's 
particular notice. — The excellent Dr. Lowtb^ in a 
fermon preached at the affiles ^t Durham in 1764, 
obferves, " That the greateft and moft important 
*• privilege that any people can poflibly enjoy i& 
*' to be governed by laws framed by their own 
*' advice or copfent," This he reprefents " a$ 
** the true liberty of a ftate, and the particular 

* See the firft part of the Additional Obfervations on Civil 
Jiiberly. . 

•jl* Spirit of Laws, book iith^ chap. 6ih. — Commentaries 
on the {j#W8 oi fif^laitd^ , Page ijtjb, id Vol. o^lavo edition. 
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>' happinefs of the colle6tive body of people la 
*' this country, in virtue of the right of repre- 
•' fentation which they enjoy, the act of reprc- 
.** fentatives freely chofen by thcn^felves being,** 
he fays, *^ to be efteemed their own aft *." — Is 
not this the fame with faying^ that a free people 
are tkir own legiflators, or that free government 
is y^^-government ? — How unfortunate then am 
I in having brought upon myfelf, by fuch expref- 
fions, the Bifhop's ill opinion ? 
. I Ihould be very forry to fay any thing that may 
give his Lordfhip new offence. — I muft, how- 
ever, on the prefent occafion, be allowed to en- 
treat him to revie>y his fevere accufation of . me, 
and to confider whether it is not unworthy of his 
good fenfe and liberality. — I rpuft farther take 

* See pages nth and 12th. — In page 14th he fays, •< that the 
•• true and perfeft liberty of a people confifis in their enjoying 
** fecurity from oppreffion under the prote^Hon of their ow* 
** laws." And in page 1 2th, that " the people of this nation do 
" enjoy, as fully as in the nature of things they are capable of 
** erjoyifigy and as far as they have the will and the virtue to 
** enjoy it ; the great advantage of being governed by laws 
** of their own framing, or to which they give their free af- 

^' fent.** How different is this from the aiTertion of the 

Bi(hop, that a «vaft majority of the people of England^ having 
no votes for reprefentatives in parliament, do not give their 
afTent to the laws by which, they are governed, and there<» 
fore arc not ^^- governed. — It would be doing him an injury 
to fuppofe, that by this n;aft majority he means, with fomc 
triflers on this fubjed, not the free agents, but the womeit 
and children and beggars oi England. 
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the liberty to fuggeft to his confidcration, wtiethcf 
he ought not to feel fome tendernefs for the rcbeU 
Hon of the colonies, if, indeed, as he intimates, 
they have been hardened in it by prinriples which, 
though now reprobated by him, appear to have! 

been formerly his own. And alfo whether, 

among the fins of the nation, which he fo juftly 
laments in his fcrmon, and which have brought 
IIS into our prefent diftrcfs, it would not have 
been right to have mentioned that degeneracy 
of principle which lately has turned fo many 
tFhigs into tories^ infefted even the facfed order, 
and led fome of the venerable Bifhops them- 
felves to decry as vifionary, imprafticable and 
fcdittous^ fentimcnts of civil liberty which wer« 
once the boaft of the kingdom, and to which 
we owe our excellent conilitution, the glorious 
Revolution, the Acccflion, and all our dignity and 
bappinefs as a free or felf-govcrncd country* v 
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